Opening Activity 10 Minutes


1. Give everybody a note card

2. on one side have them write and complete the sentence: I believe that G-d is/isnt...”

3. on the other side of the note card have them write and complete the sentence: “When things are bad, I think that g-d is/isnt”

4. Collect the cards and redistrube them. Participants should read first “i believe g-d is/isnt” and then “when things are bad...”

NOTE: participants don’t have to write names on cards. They don’t have to share if they dont want to

Part II Grilled Cheesus 30 Minutes

Show specific episode (Grilled Cheesus; the show is about a small town Ohio high school Glee club that deals with a variety of issues like bullying, family, teen pregnancy, homosexuality)

1.) Watch the preliminary intro clip (0:00-1:30)In this episode answer preliminary questions:
· what does Finn’s experience have to do with your religious experience? At home? At camp?

· What is an object/place/space that allows you to reach your makom kadosh at the end of a hard day/in general

Show 3:54-4:11 clip: 
· explain that the guy is telling everybody how he discovered a “grilled cheesus”. Everyboyd is giving their opinion as to if there is such thing as a grilled cheesus/religion in general

· Brittnay says, “Every time i pray I fall asleep.” can any of you relate to this quote?

· As campers, what do you think can be done in order to make praying something more fun and engaging?

· is spirituality found in something mundane/average?

· do you make your own luck/spirituality? how?

· give examples

2.) Ask participants to give a synopsis of the episode from the introduction to when the class comes in to console Kurt as his father is being hospitalized. Watch the consolation clip (9:25-10:35/ 12:30-13:40) (Fast forward through Mercedes solo).

3. Break into groups of three or four.Imagine you got news that one of your close friends was put into a situation similar to Kurt. 
· How would you react if you just walked into the classroom? Would it be different based on your relationship with that person? a close friend verse a family member? Stranger? friend of a friend? Does G-d play in this?Share responses with the group 

· how many of you are comfortable giving people bad news?

· how do you talk to someone who has experienced something bad that is out of his/her control?

· after 5 minutes

Show clip 34:40-34:58
Who is there to blame in troubled times? 
· Is there a line between 

· is it okay to be angry/frustrated with g-d at times?

· Hashem works in mysterious ways. Sometimes we become so engrosed with the 



Other Notes:
Relate to Tu B’Av
Reading an English translation of Mourner’s Kaddish 
Listen to Glee Clip--Don’t stop believing: to help remind you that you always have to have faith in yourself at camp and if it’s your thing, G-d too!

Mourners Kaddish: 
Glorified and sanctified be God's great name throughout the world which He has created according to His will. May He establish His kingdom in your lifetime and during your days, and within the life of the entire House of Israel, speedily and soon; and say, Amen. 

May His great name be blessed forever and to all eternity.

Blessed and praised, glorified and exalted, extolled and honored, adored and lauded be the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, beyond all the blessings and hymns, praises and consolations that are ever spoken in the world; and say, Amen.

May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life, for us and for all Israel; and say, Amen.

He who creates peace in His celestial heights, may He create peace for us and for all Israel; and say, Amen. 

The Meaning of Kaddish 

Having read the translation of the Kaddish Prayer, one should realize that, although Jewish Law requires that the Kaddish be recited during the first 11 months following the death of a loved one by prescribed mourners, and on each anniversary of the death (the "Yahrtzeit"), and by custom in the State of Israel by all Jews on the Tenth of Tevet ("Yom HaKaddish HaKlali"), there is no reference, no word even, about death in the prayer.

The theme of Kaddish is, rather, the Greatness of G-d, Who conducts the entire universe, and especially his most favored creature, each individual human being, with careful supervision. In this prayer, we also pray for peace--from apparently the only One Who can guarantee it--peace between nations, peace between individuals, and peace of mind.

Paradoxically, this is, in fact, the only true comfort in the case of the loss of a loved one. That is, to be able to view the passing of the beloved individual from the perspective that that person's soul was gathered in, so to speak, by the One Who had provided it in the first place.

As Beruriah, the great wife of Rabbi Meir, consoled her husband upon the death of their two sons with words to this effect: "A soul is comparable to an object which was given to us--to each individual, to his or her parents and loved ones, to guard and watch over for a limited time. When the time comes for the object to be returned to its rightful owner, should we not be willing to return it? With regard to our sons, let us therefore consider the matter as 'The L-rd gave, and the L-rd took back, may the Name of the L-rd be Blessed!'"
