Havdalah: A Lamp in the Darkness

Bereishit Rabbah 11:2

Rabbi Levi said in the name of Rabbi Zeira, "the
sun shone (for Adam) for 36 hours (after he was
created): 12 hours on the eve of Shabbat
(Friday), 12 hours on Friday night, and 12 hours
on Shabbat day. When the sun set on Motzei
Shabbat, the darkness began to set in. Adam was
scared...

What did God do? he made two flints appear and
taught him to hit one against the other, and light
(fire) came forth and he said a blessing over it.
This is why it is written, "But the night was light
around me - ba'adeni (read: in my Eden, i.e. in
the garden of Eden)." What blessing did he say?
Borei Me'orei Ha'eish. This goes along with
Shmuel, who said, "From where do we learn that
we bless over the light on Saturday night?
Because that was when it (fire) was created for
the first time..."

Avodah Zarah 8a

It is taught in a baraita: When Adam saw the
sun setting on the day that he was created, he
said, "Oy! Woe is me! It's because I have
sinned that the world is becoming dark
around me. The world will go back to chaos.
This is the death I have been sentenced in
heaven." He sat and fasted and cried all night
long and Chava cried with him. When the
sun rose in the morning, he said, "This is the
way of the world."

Netivot Shalom - Teachings on Chanukah
"By Your light we'll see light"

And Shabbat is the source of light. Just like the
rabbis taught, "And God blessed the seventh
day." How did God bless it? God blessed it with
light. And as our master from Lekovitch (may his
soul protect us) explained: the secret of Shabbat
is light. The numerology for the word "Raz"
(secret) is the same as the word "light" (207).
The light of Shabbat is the essence of Shabbat,
it's very being, that lights up in every Jew the
glory of God on that day.

Josh Warshawsky
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Isaiah 12:1-4

(1) In that day, you shall say: “I give thanks
to You, O LORD! Although You were angry
with me, Your wrath has turned back and
You comfort me, (2) Behold the God who
gives me triumph! I am confident, unafraid;
For Yah the LORD is my strength and
might, And He has been my deliverance.”
(3) Joyfully shall you draw water from the
wells of salvation, (4) And you shall say on
that day: “Praise the LORD, proclaim His
name. Make His deeds known among the
peoples; Declare that His name is exalted.

Questions to Discuss

midrashim?
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. What is Adam feeling in this moment in the first two stories?
. What do these texts come to teach us? What questions are the Rabbis trying to answer in the

What role does blessing play in the second story?
How does the Netivot Shalom text connect to the Adam stories?
How do these sources interact with the texts from Isaiah?

Rashi on Isaiah 12:2:1

The strength and praise of the Holy One will
be for me a salvation. And you shouldn't
translate it as, "my strength (i.e. the speaker's
strength)" since we did not find in all of
scripture the word "ozi" vocalized with

a chataf kamatz, rather with a shoorook,
except in three places in scripture where it
comes along with the word "zimrat", and it is
connected to that word...

Rabbi Yosef Karo on Isaiah 12:2
The strength and praise of the Holy One will
be a salvation for me.

Radak on Isaiah 12:3

'R:’2:27 NPV Y "N

VYT PW mawt 1y L T naan oty ()
WY PRI ,IVIVOD 9 00 RIT RN N2
TIP1 TV RPN XA KW LW 1Y T
WHWA PN TY P ROR YRp QUi
NN K21 NATY DER TIN0 RITW NP
X177 2127 NN 00 2V XK NN 103
L0R D 720N

212" YRS DY RIP A0 020

Y 9D TR XYY VAR YW 1 1T (2)
AW D . VWD 02 571 7T 70 NN
=T 0% 0 X1 71N TR Sw




—

By way of an analogy: just like the one who
draws water from the well, the water will not
stop, he will always find more to draw up,
because it is an eternal water dispenser, so
too the blessing and salvation will not stop
for them, and they will rejoice all their days.

Ibn Ezra on Isaiah 12:3

An analogy to explain that they will rejoice
and celebrate like one who is thirsty when
she draws up water from the well.

Rashi on Isaiah 12:3:2

For their hearts will expand due to the
salvation that is coming to them, and the
secrets of the Torah that they had forgotten
due to all of their troubles will be revealed to
them.

Questions to Discuss
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. How do Rashi and Rabbi Yosef Karo read the verse, "Ozi v'zimrat Yah"?

What does this verse about "drawing water" really mean?

How do different commentators read it?

Now take a look at the song and the two different versions of Havdalah below, Ashkenazi and Sephardi.
What similarities do you see? Differences? Why do think the liturgists made the choices they made in
selecting these verses for Havdalah?

Siddur Sepharadi, Shabbat, Havdalah

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call out
in the name of God.

Deliver us, God! Save us, God!

Help us succeed. Let our paths succeed. Let
our studies succeed. Send blessing, profit,
and success in all the deeds of our hands, as
it 1s written,

"He shall raise up a blessing from God, a just
reward from the God who saves."

"The Jews had light, happiness, joy, and
gladness."

And as it is written, "David was successful in
all his undertakings, for God was with him."
May God be with us too, forever.
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Siddur Ashkenaz, Shabbat, Havdalah

Behold the God who gives me triumph!

I am confident, unafraid; God's strength and
might/song will be my deliverance.

Joyfully shall you draw water from the wells of
salvation.

Deliverance is the Lord's.

God will bless God's people.

Adonai Tzeva'ot is with us, the God of Jacob is
our fortress.

Adona Tzeva'ot, bless the one who trusts in You.
Help us, Lord, answer us, O King, when we call.
The Jews had light, happiness, joy, and gladness.
May it be for us as well!

I lift the cup of deliverance and call in the name
of God.

Praised are you Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
Praised are you Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who creates fragrant spices.

Praised are you Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who creates the lights of fire.
Praised are you Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who has made a distinction between
profane and Holy, between light and darkness,
between the people Israel and other peoples,
between the seventh day and the six days of
creation. Praised are you God, who distinguishes
between the profane and the Holy.
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Come to Light — Josh Warshawsky
When the moonlight hits your eyes, And the stars begin to glow, One by one.
And the flame that shines below, From a thousand points of light, Brighter than the sun.

Chorus: And you can taste it, You can smell it in the air, You can see it, on my fingertips
And you can wish it, Like a whisper on your lips, count the stars like 1, 2, 3, and say goodbye

Give me the wisdom, to behold, What’s dark and what is light
I believe, and in belief is love, And when I’m in your arms, [’'m unafraid (To chorus)

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness;
Only light can do that."

- Dr. Martin Luther King



