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E)ur‘ God and God of Our Ancestors, on this evening we gather to observe Tisha
B'av, the saddest day in the history of the Jewish people. With deep sorrow we
recall the glory that belonged to Zion. Though our people, homeless for centuries,
have wandered from land to land, their love for Zion and Jerusalem has remained

ever fresh in their hearts.

We are grateful O Lord, that ours has been the privilege of witnessing the
restoration of Zion and the return of our people to their ancient land. As we thank
You for this miracle, we pay tribute to all those brave men and women who have
given their lives that Israel may be reborn.

)

[As we mourn the destruction of our Holy City, Jerusalem and its Temple two

Thousand years ago, we also mourn all who have died, throughout our history, for
The sancftification of Your name. We vow never to forget them.

May it be Your Will, O God, that Jerusalem, the land of Israel and the people of
Israel receive your blessing of peace. May we dare to hope that one day the whole
world will be at peace. Amen.
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Tt is 586 B.C.E....more than two thousand, five hundred years ago. The Babylonian
armies have sacked Jerusalem, destroying the Temple of Solomon and carrying the

Jewish people into exile...And the date is Tisha B'av



Tt is 70 C.E....just affer the turn of the millenium. The Roman legions under the
emperor Titus have crushed the J ewish revolt in Israel, leveled Jerusalem, burned
the Second Temple, murdered thousands of Jews in the streets and carried of f
many others into exile and slavery..And the date is Tisha B'av

and yet the foriress of Beitar falls to the Romans, thus crushing the hope of Jews

living autonomously in Israel for almost fwo thousand more years....And the date is

L.Tisha B'av
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T4 is 1096...The first Crusade has brought untold numbers of Jews to be hunted,

killed, and persecuted in the name of God. Throughout Europe these Crusades
brought disaster and calamity to the Jewish people...And the date is Tisha B'av.

Tt is 1242...24 cartloads of Talmudic volumes are burnt by church officials in
France...And the date is Tisha B'av

Tt is the Middle Ages....Throughout these years the Jews are blamed for
unspeakable atrocities and are kicked out of England, France, Spain, and Ttaly....and
the date is Tisha B'av

Tt is 1348...The Black Pldgue has brought mob violence To Jewish homes throughout
Europe as the Jews are blamed for spreading the plague...and the date is Tisha
B'av
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Tt is 1480.. The Inquisition seeks out Jews simply for being Jewish. It forcefully
«" | demands their conversion. The prince for refusal is burning at the stake...And the
™ | date is Tisha B'av

Wf It is 1882...The same Russian government that claimed to protect our ancestors,
(lfﬁ/ instigated the pogroms that took place throughout Russia...And the date is Tisha
B'av |

It is 1945...0ne third of the Jewish people have been slaughtered in German Death
| factories...And the date is Tisha B'av
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We are a people in mourning but not in despair; overcome with grief but devoid of
self-pity; lamenting disaster, recollecting sins, self-impeaching. Mourning is
W repentance. We are a people in a mourning that calls for mending.
o
Q\\'5 Such deep sorrow is cleansing. It is a non-deliberate way of expanding compassion,
A of understanding the non-finality of current history. Lamentation leaves behind an
if““g echo in all our laughing. Yet that deep sorrow is also experienced as a prelude to
redemption,
~ Abraham Joshua Heschel
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Chorus
Wail, O Zion, with your cities, like 2 woman in travail.
Like a maiden girl in sackcloth for the husband of her youth

R For God's palace, now forsaken through the sin of Zion's flocks

A For the entrance of blasphemers trampling in her sacred halls

A For the exile of God's servants, sweet singers of her melodies

T And for their blood that poured forth like the waters in her streams







