Balak

· In this parshah is the famous story of King Balak hiring a sorcerer to curse the Israelites. What is the name of the sorcerer who Balak hires?
· Bilaam
· What nation was Balak the king of?
· Moab
· After being asked by Balak to curse the Israelites, Hashem appears to Bilaam and tells him not to go meet with Balak. What does Bilaam do?
· He obeys Hashem. He tells Balak’s emissaries that he cannot go with them.
· Bilaam does eventually agree to go meet with Balak. Hashem appears to be angered by this, and so what does he place in Bilaam’s path?
· An angel
· Who is the only one to see this angel?
· Bilaam’s donkey
· Each time the dinkey sees the angel, it swerves to avoid it, and Bilaam beats it in anger. How many times does this happen?
· Three times
· What prevents this from happening a fourth time?
· Hashem opens the donkey’s mouth (22:28) and the donkey explains to Bilaam that an angel of the Lord has been blocking their way.
· Hashem puts words in Bilaam’s mouth and prevents him from cursing the Israelites. Why does Hashem care what Bilaam says? Surely Hashem could protect the Israelites, no matter what curses Bilaam were to lay upon them? What is the rabbinic answer?
· Hashem didn’t want any other nation to interpret any disaster that would befall Israel at Hashem’s command as being the result of Bilaam’s curse.
· When he first attempts to curse the Israelites, Bilaam instead blesses them with a poem which refers to WHICH forebearer of the Jewish people?
· Jacob (23: 7:10)
· The second time Bilaam attempts to curse the Israelites, he again blesses them with a poem. This second poem recalls what miracle that Hashem performed for the Jewish people?
· He freed them from Egypt (23:22)
· The THIRD time Bilaam attempts to curse the Israelites, he speaks the words of what t’fillah found in the Shacharit service?
· Ma Tovy
· At the end of this parshah, we read of the Israelites sinning by intermingling with what foreign nation?
· Moab (25:1)
· (Although a later verse, 25:6, mentions Midian, so that answer is also acceptable)
· What is the name of the man who, at the end of this parshah, kills and Israelite and the Midianite woman he was with? (HINT: he has an entire parshah named after him.)
· Pinchas
· What was Pinchas’ family relationship to Aaron?
· He was his grandson (Pinchas was the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron – 25:7)
· Many post-Biblical scholars are uncomfortable with Pinchas’ extremist, violent actions. In the beginning of next week’s parshah (Pinchas), in verse 11, one letter in Pinchas’ name is written smaller than the others, to symbolize that when we resort to violence, we are diminished. Which letter?
· The yud (standing for Hashem)
