Devarim

· Where are the Israelites located, geographically, at the start of this, the fifth book of the Torah?
· On the Eastern bank of the Jordan river
· How many years after the Exodus from Egypt does this parshah take place?
· 40 years. (1:3)
· Who speaks first, at the start of this parshah?
· Moses. (He begins his long speech to the Israelites.)
· Moses begins by retelling the stories of the Israelites’ long years in the desert. He starts with the events of Sinai – but he refers to Sinai by another name. What name?
· Horeb
· Then we get to the re-telling of the story of the Twelve Spies. Where does Moses send those spies?
· Into Israel/Canaan
· What do they bring back with them, when they return to the Israelites?
· Some of the fruit of the land (1:25)
· What about the land of Canaan makes the people afraid to ebter it?
· They say the Canaanites are all giants (1:28)
· As punishment for their lack of faith, Hashem declares that that entire generation will die in the wilderness – except for which two people?
· Caleb (1:36) and Joshua (1:38)
· The Israelites are already at Canaan. At first, they don’t want to leave and wander in the wilderness for 40 years, as Hashem commands. What makes them finally do so?
· They try to invade Canaan anyway, but are defeated, because Hashem was not with them.
· After turning back towards the Sea of Reeds, the Israelites enter the hill country of Seir, where the descendants of what major character from Genesis/Bereisheit live?
· Esav
· After 40 years of wandering in the desert, Hashem orders the Israelites to return to the land of Canaan. Before the Israelites even get to Canaan, they fight and defeat two kings, who are mentioned in the Passover seder. Can you name ONE of these two kings?
· Og King of Bashan and Sihon the Amorite

