Hukkat

· This parshah opens with the laws of the parah adumah. This was what type of cow?
· A red cow
· What is to be done with this red cow?
· It is sacrificed
· The Torah is vague as to the purpose of this ceremony. 19:9 hints that this is for cleansing (or purification). Purification of what? (There are several possible answers!)
· Contact with a dead body? (The very next law, in verse 11, concerns someone made impure through contact with a dead body)
· The midrash widens the scope to include MORAL contamination, especially idolatry
· The midrash considers the parah adumah ritual to be the antidote to idolatry – a way to purify the Israelites from sin. What specific instance of idolatry does the midrash consider this ritual the opposite of?
· The sin of the Golden Calf
· As mentioned before, the very next law in this parshah states that anyone who has any contact with a dead body is made ritually impure. For how long?
· Seven days (19:11)
· Early in this parshah, the Israelites arrived at a place called Kadesh (20:1). Who dies there?
· Miriam
· Immediately after Miriam’s death, the people again complain to Moses and Aaron. What is their complaint?
· They are without water.  (Some traditions connect this with Miriam’s passing – because of her piety, wherever she was, a well sprang up, that provided water for the Israelites. Now, after her death, they have no water.)
· What does Hashem tell Moses to do, in order to provide water for the people?
· Speak to a rock, and order it to produce water for them.
· What does Moses do?
· He hits the rock with his staff
· What is Hashem’s punishment to Moses?
· He will not be allowed to enter the land of Israel
· It’s not often noted when this story is told, but who else does Hashem punish with the same penalty?
· Aaron (20:12: “The Lord said to Moses and Aaron…”)
· What reasons do our commentators give, to explain why Moses was given so harsh a punishment? There are many answers. Here are a few:
· Moses and Aron presented THEMSELVES as the source of the miracle, rather than Hashem. (Verse 10: “Shall WE get water for you out of this rock?”)
· Moses lost his temper, something unfit for a leader. (Verse 10: “Listen you rebels!” – and his act of STRIKING the rock instead of talking to it is the act of someone who has lost his cool)
· Moses needed to be TOLD to work a miracle, instead of being confident that Hashem would provide one (as he was during his showdown with Korach in last week’s parshah). He was losing faith in Hashem.
· Moses was wrong to use a tactic that had worked for an earlier generation (Exodus 17:6), but was inappropriate for THIS one. He had gotten complacent as a leader.
· Perhaps this was less of a punishment and more Hashem recognizing that the time of Moses & Aaron’s leadership was over. They were the right leaders for the Exodus, but now a new, younger leader was needed to lead the people into battle and conquest of the land.
· After being refused entry into the territory of Edom, the Israelites arrive at Mount Hor, and who dies?
· Aaron
· How long do the Israelites remain in that spot, mourning Aaron?
· 30 days (20:29)
· After leaving Mount Hor, the people AGAIN grow restless, and complain to Moses. What punishment does Hashem send?
· Seraph serpents, that bite and kill many Israelites
· Hashem, though, gives Moses instructions on how to cure any Israelite from the bite of one of those serpents. What does Hashem tell Moses to do?
· Make a copper seraph figure. Anyone who is bitten needs only to look at it, and they will recover. (21:8-9)
· At the end of this parshah, we read that the Israelites defeated two kings, both of whom are mentioned during the Passover Seder. ___________ King of Bashan and ___________ King of the Amorites.  Who were they?  (Name one!)
· Og, King of Bashan (21:33)
· Sichon, King of the Amorites (21:21)
