Korach

· At the start of this parshah, Korach leads a rebellion against Moses. What is his complaint?
· All the people are Holy – so why have Moses and Aaron elevated themselves above everybody else?
· What tribe is Korach from?
· Levi (16:1) (Of course he is – Korach is a priest!)
· What is Hashem’s punishment to Korach and his followers?
· The Earth opened up and swallowed them all (16:32)
· Hashem threatens (as he has often done in these past several parsheot!) to annihilate the Israelites as punishment for their disobedience. What action does Aaron take, at Moses’ command, to spare the Israelites Hashem’s wrath?
· Aaron sacrifices (incense – 17:12)
· Nevertheless, what punishment does Hashem still send upon the Israelites?
· Plague (17:12-13)
· Hashem orders Moses to conduct a test, to prove to the Israelites who Hashem favors. What does Hashem ask that Moses collect, one from each tribe?
· A staff
· Where does Hashem order Moses to place these 12 staffs?
· In the Tent of Meeting, before the Ark
· On each staff was written the name of the tribe that had given it. What would happen to the staff of the tribe that Hashem favored?
· It would sprout blossoms
· Which tribe’s staff sprouted blossoms?
· Levi – for Aaron & Moses
· Following this test, we have a rare instance of Hashem speaking directly to an Israelite OTHER than Moses. To whom does Hashem speak?
· Aaron (18:1)
· Hashem promises Aaron that he and his sons shall have possession of every first-born Israelite. To “redeem” their first-born, every Israelite parent will have to pay how many shekalim to the Priests?
· Five (18:16)
· From that, we get what traditional Jewish practice, still practiced today?
· Pidyon Ha-ben
· Hashem describes his covenant with the Israelites (and specifically with the Kohanim) as a “covenant of WHAT?
· A covenant of salt (16:19)
· Biblical commentators explain that salt was associated with WHAT positive quality in the ancient world?
· Permanence (salt was the best food PRESERVATIVE back then)

