Masei

· The first chapter of this parshah is a list of all the places the Israelites have been since they left Egypt. Rashi calculates that, if we omit the first and last years, when the Israelites were constantly on the move, they only visited how many places during the 38 years of wandering?
· Twenty. (This the Israelites were NOT constantly on the move. They spent a great deal of time encamped at one oasis or another.)
· Almost at the end of their journey, the Israelites are now encamped at the “Steppes of Moab”, described by the text as being located along the Jordan river, near what famous city?
· Jericho (34:50)
· Hashem commands the Israelites that when they cross the Jordan, what things belonging to the Canaanites must they destroy?
· Their idols (“figured objects” and “molten images”) and their temples (“cult places”). (34:53)
· The parshah then details how the land of Canaan will be divided amongst the twelve tribes. The names of the Cheftians of each tribe are listed.  This list (35:16-28) contains the only two survivors (other than Moses) of the generation that left Egypt. Who are they?
· Joshua & Caleb
· The Levites are assigned a number of cities to be “cities of refuge”, where what type of person can safely flee to?
· A manslayer
· How many “cities of refuge” were created?
· Six (35:6)
· How many additional towns, other than those six “cities of refuge”, were assigned to the Levites? (HINT: It’s an important number in “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy”.)
· 42 (35:6-7)
· How many of these “cities of refuge” would be located on the EASTERN side of the Jordan river?
· Three of them. (35:14). (That way there would be three cities on each side of the Jordan.)
· Is one witness to a murder sufficient, according to this parshah, for a person to be put to death?
· No. Multiple witnesses are necessary. (35:30)
