Mattot

· The first law in this parshah states that we must never break WHAT?
· Any vow
· Early in this Parshah, the Israelites war with Midian. Who leads the Israelites into battle?
· Pinchas. (At the end of parshat Hukkat, Pinchas was rewarded for killing an Israelite and the Midianite woman he was with.)
· After successfully returning from battle, Moses orders every warrior who killed anyone, or who touched a corpse, to remain outside the Israelite camp for how many days?
· Seven (31:19)
· Two tribes approach Moses in this parshah, and ask to settle in the land on the Eastern side of the Jordan river.  Which two tribes?
· Gad & Reuben (32:1)
· Why do they say they wish to remain there, as opposed to crossing the Jordan river with the rest of the Israelites?
· They have a lot of cattle, and that land is very good for cattle
· Moses agrees, on one condition.  What is that condition?
· That they cross the Jordan to fight (as “shock troops”) with the rest of the Israelites. Once Canaan is conquered, they will be allowed to return to the Eastern shore of the Jordan.
