Pinchas

· What tribe was Pinchas from?
· Levi (he was Aaron’s grandson)
· Many post-Biblical scholars are uncomfortable with Pinchas’ extremist, violent actions. In the beginning of this parshah, in verse 11, one letter in Pinchas’ name is written smaller than the others, to symbolize that when we resort to violence, we are diminished. Which letter?
· The yud (standing for Hashem)
· What is Pinchas’ reward for his actions?
· Hashem awards his family the priesthood for all time
· NOTE: Because Pinchas is a descendent of Aaron, this does not contradict the text’s many earlier promises of the eternal priesthood for Aaron’s descendents
· NOTE #2:  Many commentators see this not as a REWARD for Pinchas’ violent actions, but as an ANTIDOTE for them. To function as a Kohen, Pinchas will need to rid himself of his violent temper.
· After the story of Pinchas, we read that Hashem commands Moses to do WHAT again?  (Hint: He already did this at the very start of the Book of Numbers.)
· Take a census
· Many commentators explain this second census as an indication that the Israelites are now preparing for WHAT?
· The conquest of the land. (Time has passed, and the generation who left Egypt have died out, and the Israelites are soon to enter the land.  Therefore, they need an army and the census will help with that.)
· What do the daughters of Zelophehad ask of Moses?
· They wish to be given a portion of the land in Canaan, even though their father has died, and there are no male children in their family.
· Does Moses agree?
· Yes
· Not only does Moses agree to their request, he goes further and declares WHAT new law?
· If a father dies without having any sons, his property will be passed to his eldest daughter. (27:8)
· Who does Hashem order Moses, in this parshah, to single out from among the Israelites?
· Joshua – he will take over once Moses dies.
· What is the name of Joshua’s father?
· Nun.
· This parshah ends with a list of holidays.  Which of the following holidays is NOT included in this list?
· Rosh Hashanah (29:1)
· Yom Kippur
· Rosh Chodesh (28:11)
· Shabbat (28:9)
· In addition to the three holidays just discussed (Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Chodesh, & Shabbat), three additional holidays are listed in this parshah.  Name TWO.
· Pesach (28:16)
· Shavuot (28:26)
· Sukkot (29:12)

