Va-Etchanan

· Va-Etchanan means “I pleaded”.  Who is pleading with whom at the start of this parshah?
· Moses is pleading with Hashem
· What is Moses pleading with Hashem to allow him to do?	
· Enter the land of Israel
· Moses describes to the Israelites the scene at Mt. Sinai (though he calls it Horeb), where Hashem appeared and spoke to the people. But the Israelites did not see the physical form of Hashem; instead, the text says Hashem spoke to them out of what?
· Fire (that had surrounded Mt. Horeb). (4:11-12)
· What words did Hashem speak to the Israelites, from out of the fire?
· The Ten Commandments (4:13)
· Because the Israelites saw no shape of the Lord at Sinai (Horeb), they should be careful to never do what?
· Make for themselves any sculptured image in Hashem’s likeness (4:16-18)
· What else does Moses warn the Israelites not to bow down to, in addition to idols?
· The heavenly host – the sun, moon, and stars (4:19)
· What will happen to the Israelites if they forget Hashem, and make sculptured images in the likenesses of other gods?
· They will be destroyed, and the remnants of the people will be scattered, and they will be forced to serve other nations
· The Jews of 2000 years ago used these verses to explain what catastrophe that had befallen the Jewish people?
· The destruction of the Temple
· Moses instructs the Israelites to “seek Hashem”. With what should they seek him? (HINT: Think of the Shema!)
· With all their heart and soul (4:29)
· This parshah contains the second recitation, in the Torah, of the Ten Commandments. (Chapter 5.). How is this version different than the one in Exodus chapter 20?
· This version says “SHAMOR et yom ha-Shabbat”
· What is the first commandment?
· “I am the Lord – You shall have no other gods besides me.”
· According to the second commandment (that forbids idolatry), what will Hashem blame children for?
· The sins of their parents
· What reason does the third commandment, as listed in this parshah, give for why we should observe Shabbat?	
· So we will remember that Hashem freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. (5:15.)
· The text does not mention the very different reason given for remembering Shabbat in the first version of the Ten Commandments, in Exodus, which was what?
· Hashem rested on the seventh day of creation.
· When the Ten Commandments are read from the Torah, what happens that is different from when other aliyot of the Torah are read?
· The congregation stands
· According to this parshah, who inscribed the words of the Ten Commandments onto two tablets?
· Hashem. (5:19.) (NOT Moses!)
· Soon after the Ten Commandments, a famous passage of text appears, one that is said in all of our daily t’fillot! What passage?
· The Sh’ma and the v’Ahavta! (Deut 6:4-9)
· From the words of the Sh’ma, we get the origins of which two Jewish ritual objects?
· T’fillin (“bind them as a sign upon your hand, and let them serve as a symbol on your forehead”) and mezussot (“inscribe them on the doorposts of your house, and upon your gates”)
· Chapter 6 verse 20 reads: “When, in time to come, your children ask you, ‘What man the decrees, laws, and rules that the Lord our G-d has enjoined upon you?’ You shall say to the children, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord freed us with a mighty hand’.” In addition to being quoted in the story of the Four Children, this verse (and others like it in the Torah) gives us the origin of what practice of the Passover Seder?
· The telling of the Passover story!
· What is the Hebrew name for that, in the seder (order) of the Passover Seder?
· Maggid
